
Grade 4 Unit 1---Natural Disasters 2010 

Grade: 4 

Theme: How the world works 

Unit title: Natural disasters 

Date: March 15th to April 19th 

1. What is our purpose? 

Main idea: The forces of nature change lives. (Natural disasters have major effects on the land 

and the people that live there.) 

Summative assessment task: 

What are the possible ways of assessing the student’s understanding of the main idea? 

How will we know what the students have learned? 

Newscast/skit 

*In groups, students will research a particular natural disaster and chose a specific area of the 

world where that ND occurs. *they will write a script that includes factual information and 

accounts of what causes; what happens during; and the aftermath of their ND *each group will 

have reporters, experts, witnesses/victims, and rescue workers as characters in their news report. 

*each skit will be videotaped and presented to the other classes in the auditorium or on 

youtube.com (ensure that the videos are not public to avoid any privacy issues) *each group 

should make use of visual aids and props *each group will evaluate and reflect on their own 

personal contribution as well as their groups efforts, presentation and collaboration.  

2. What do we want to learn? 

2a.What are the main concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 

responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized during this unit? 

Main concepts covered: 

1 Form 

2 Connection 

3 Causation 

What lines of investigation define the scope of the inquiry and the main idea? 

2b. What lines of investigation will define the scope of the inquiry into the main idea? 



There should be 3 or 4 lines of investigation, that help clarify the main idea and help the students 

define the unit. 

The lines of investigation should be using and expanding the words from the main idea, written 

as a statement, to help the students understand the vocabulary of the main idea. 

1 Natural Disasters are a part of the Earth’s ongoing ecological and physical changes. 

2 Natural Disasters have a huge impact on people’s emotional, economical and physical states. 

3 People must be aware of; prepare for; and understand the impacts of natural disasters. 

3. How might we know what we have learned? 

-KWL Charts 

-Class Discussion 

-Q and A 

4a. How best might we learn? 

(What are the learning activities suggested by the teacher 

which will best help the students gain understanding of the 

main idea?) 

Survival Game 
~ Surviving a disaster 

~ The children will be given a disaster scenario and asked select and rank the importance of 

items to their survival. 

The Disastrous Story of the Three Little Pigs 
~The children write their own creative version of “The Disastrous Story of the Three Little Pigs”.  

~Based on the traditional story, the children will insert their own choice of disasters and building 

materials, including explanations of why they choose the building materials that they did. 

Disaster Picture Prompt  
~“In Their Shoes” journals, class discussions and poetry. 

~The students will be asked to write a journal/poem from the perspective of a person who has 

just experienced a natural disaster. They should focus one how the disasters has affect their life. 

Note Taking, Interviewing Skills, and Reported Speech 
~Using Writer’s Express the children will learn proper note taking skills and how to create effect 

open/closed-ended interview questions. 

Brainpop 
~teacher will use brainpop videos and question sheets to expose the students to major types of 

ND. 

- 

4b. What Skills Will Be Included in This Unit? 



4b. What skills will be included in this unit? 

Delete the skills not a focus for this unit. Put focus on one or two for each unit. 

Communication: Listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, presenting, non-nerbal 

communication 

Research: formulating questions, observing, planning, collecting data, recording data, organizing 

data, interpreting data, presenting research findings 

5.What resources do we need? 

(What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, 

music, art, computer software etc will be available?) 

(How will the classroom environment, the local environment, and/or the community be used to 

support the learning?) 

School Texts  

~ Harcourt Science Grade 4 – Unit C – pages C46-55, Unit R Pages R-14 R-15 

~ Powerful Vocabulary lesson 19 

~ Signatures – The Sun, the Wind and the Rain – pages 290 – 311 

~ Horizons – Trapped by The Ice – Pages 171-200 

~ Traditions – Wildfires – Pages 658-685 

Library Books 

~ Storm Trackers (ISBN 0-7635-3226-6) 

~ Hurricane On Its Way! (ISBN 0-7635-3232-0) 

~ Natural Disasters (ISBN 0-516-24467-1) 

~ Eye of the Storm (ISBN 0-590-38644-1) 

~ Can You Believe? Hurricanes (ISBN 0-439-35610-5) 

~ Storm Chasers (ISBN 0-531-11971-8) 

~ Shake, Rattle, and Roll (ISBN 0-7578-2003-4) 

~ Eyewitness Weather (ISBN 0-7513-4746-9) 

~ Eyewitness Hurricane & Tornado (ISBN 1-4053-0296-8) 

~ Eyewitness Volcano (ISBN 0-7513-4752-3) 

~ EK Eyewitness Guides – Hurricane & Tornado (ISBN 0-7513-6216-6) 

~ EK Eyewitness Guides – Weather (ISBN 0-86318-578-9) 

~ I Wonder Why – Volcanoes Blow Their Tops ( ISBN 0-7534-0935-6) 

~ Historic Hurricanes! (ISBN 1-56911-726-8) 

~ Striking Lightning! (ISBN 1-56911-729-2) 

~ Terrifying Tornadoes! (ISBN 1-56911-727-6) 

~ Storms FactsStories*Activities* (ISBN 0-590-93740-5) 

~ Volcano (ISBN 0-689-71679-6) 

~ El NIno – Stormy Weather for People and Wildlife (ISBN 0-395-77602-3) 

Websites / Videos  

Field Trips / Posters 



Teacher Resource Books 

h2. *6. To what extent did we achieve our purpose?* 

6a._Assess the outcome of the investigation by providing evidence of 

the students understanding of the main idea._ 

Students demonstrated that they understand how natural disasters affect people's lives in a 

general way, through their Power Point presentations and Newscasts. 

6b._How could the assessment task be improved to assess more 

accurately the students' understanding of the main idea?_ 

A dramatization of a natural disaster, where each student plays a role of a person directly 

affected by a natural disaster in a different way, might be a better assessment. It might also 

eliminate some technical difficulties and nervousness attributable to the filming process. 

6c.Explain how this unit was 

*significant* 

 Natural disasters seem to be occurring more often and with more devastating effects around the 

world.  

*relevant* 

 While Korea itself isn't often affected by natural disasters, there have been many natural 

disasters this year in Asia and other parts of the world. Students were able to connect their new 

knowledge with current events. 

*challenging* 

The students were challenged by the research projects and the use of technology in their 

presentations.  

*engaging* 

Students were engaged and motivated to learn about natural disasters throughout the unit.  

6d.Things to improve on next time this unit is done. 

Provide students with fewer, yet more focused resources.  

Focus more on the socio-economic and cultural influences of natural disasters, rather than the 

science behind them. 

 


